
 

 

BACKGROUND ON THE FIRST-EVER RECORDED EPIC SOLO PENNY FARTHING BICYCLE EXPEDITION RIDING THROUGH THE ENTIRE COLONY OF NEW ZEALAND FROM 
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PREPARED FOR ALL MEDIA, SPONSORS & PARTNERS BY THE JOURNEY RIDER   

NEW ZEALAND WHEELMAN & CAPTAIN OF THE OAMARU ORDINARY (HIGH-WHEELER) CYCLE CLUB (OOCC) 

DAVID (The Judge)WILSON 

 NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2011 – JANUARY 2012 

Aotearoa New Zealand History in the Making 



 

 

THE STEWART ISLAND TO CAPE REINGA VIA OAMARU VICTORIAN PRECINCT PENNY 

FARTHING expedition  

In 1884 when the Auckland to Wellington journey was usually made by coastal steamer and 
the main trunk railway was still a dream, the first bicycle ride between the two cities was 
accomplished by Wheelman J Fitton on a 52 inch-wheel penny farthing. Then, 123 years later 
during 2007, English Wheelman Joff Summerfield rode his penny farthing from Invercargill to 
Auckland as part of his around the world tour. Never, however, in the history of the colony has 
a wheelman been recorded as riding a penny farthing the entire length of the country until now. 
Conception for this journey occurred in 1998, with tentative planning starting in 2005. The 

emphasis on the ride is that of ‘promoting awareness of the immense benefits of community economic and cultural 
developments’.   
This ‘Aotearoa New Zealand History in the Making’ ride is being undertaken by New Zealand Wheelman and Captain of the 

Oamaru Ordinary Cycle Club ( OOCC), Mr David (The Judge) Wilson mounted upon ‘PIONEER SPIRIT’, an 1880s-style, 54 inch 

high-wheeled penny farthing bicycle replica manufactured in Oamaru, with its elevated centre of gravity, solid rubber tyres, fixed 

pedal system and primitive “spoon” brake. He will be wearing the breeches and knee high socks of the 1880-era bicyclist, and will be 

carrying only one change of clothes. He will be travelling alone, relying on his own resources and the kindness of strangers for 

comfort along the way, and will keep a daily log (blog) of the trip at the end of each days ride. The ride will require surviving such 

modern hazards as bad weather, hunger, thirst, stray animals, poor roads and encounters with inconsiderate and menacing 

motorists.  

The ride will start on 12th November 2011, is over 2000 kilometres in length and is expected to take until January 2012. A major 

emphasis is on the promotion of the Victorian Precinct in Oamaru, and anticipated media coverage will be significant, tentatively 

incorporating Television One, Television 3, National Radio, Newstalk ZB, most local radio and television stations en-route and most 

daily newspapers. The Oamaru Mail is running a regular feature and report with photos on the ride, and the Tourism Waitaki website 

www.visitoamaru.co.nz/events/november  will carry regular updates. 

. Estimated value of the media coverage to Oamaru is conservatively $250,000.00. 

Donations to support the expedition will be most appreciated, and can be direct credited or depositied at any KIWI BANK, Account 
„NZ PENNY FARTHING EXPEDITION‟  Account number 38-9002-0022108-00.  
All financial supporters and partners will receive the expeditions classy, highly collectable, one-off, limited edition commemorative 
certificate upon completion of the expedition. Please provide postal address details to the email listed below, or post to Judge Wilson, 
Oamaru Cycle Works 1882, 4 Wansbeck Street, Oamaru, New Zealand, if you would like a certificate. 

http://www.visitoamaru.co.nz/events/november


 

 

 
The Judge can be contacted on his penny farthing during the expedition on 027 4395331, or by e mail   heritage.futures@xtra.co.nz . 
 
 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 
Whilst the information for the expedition has been researched, collated and expressed in good faith, no guarantee can be given for 

total accuracy. Secondly, the contents do not necessarily take into account all the factors which need to be considered with such an 

initiative. Accordingly, this material should be used in conjunction with ongoing research, consultation and professional technical 

assistance. 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES OFFER 

Any community or organisation wanting to explore new community economic and cultural developments can contact David Wilson on 

heritage.futures@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:heritage.futures@xtra.co.nz
mailto:heritage.futures@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE STEWART ISLAND TO CAPE REINGA VIA OAMARU VICTORIAN PRECINCT PENNY FARTHING EXPEDITION  

Key aims of the initiative incorporate; 

1. Promote awareness of the immense benefits of community economic and cultural developments, 

2. Promote & Market Oamaru‟s Victorian Precinct, living history „Victorian Town At Work‟ redevelopment, 

3. Promote & Market Oamaru & the Waitaki District,  

4. Promote & Market Oamaru, Steampunk Capital of New Zealand, 

5. Identify a touring route through New Zealand for the proposed 2014 International Penny Farthing Tour of New Zealand.  



 

 

(This tour will culminate in Oamaru with the staging of the 20th NZ National Penny Farthing & Veteran Cycle Championships, 

and will be the largest penny farthing event ever held in the history of NZ, involving wheelmen from across New Zealand, 

Australia, USA, United Kingdom, Scotland, Ireland and Japan). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritage is what we inherit from the past, live with today, and pass onto future generations. It provides irreplaceable sources of life and 
inspiration, from the natural, cultural, tangible, intangible and spiritual, to local traditions, unique customs, language, food, clothing, 

and art. It is a legacy we present to all travelers. 

THE STEWART ISLAND TO CAPE REINGA VIA OAMARU VICTORIAN PRECINCT PENNY FARTHING EXPEDITION  
A Community economic and cultural development initiative with the key foundational beliefs being; 

1. There is no success without risk of failure, no reward without hard work, no opportunity without criticism, and no leadership 

without trust in God. 

2. Positive, meaningful and lasting community change always originates from within, begins simply with conversation, and local 

residents are the best experts on how to activate that change.  

3. Knowing and understanding our past and conserving our historic and cultural heritage is an important part of establishing a 

strong sense of community and local identity.  

4. Young people have a vital role in the development of a community, not just for their own wellbeing and sense of identity but 

because they are the emerging leaders, artists and cultural practitioners of tomorrow.  

5. Young people need to know that the best books are yet to be written, the best paintings have not yet been painted, the best 

governments are yet to be formed, and the best is yet to be done by them. 

6. Communities have never been built by dwelling on their deficiencies, problems and needs. The focus must be on the 

available resources, capacities, strengths and aspirations of that community and its residents.  



 

 

7. Building and nourishing relationships is at the core of building healthy and inclusive communities.  

8. Arts, culture and heritage play an essential role in defining a community‟s unique identity while building community and 

economic prosperity. 

9. It is important to tell the stories of our communities‟ history, and that places of significance are preserved for future 

generations. 

10. Investment in the protection of our historic heritage has important economic spin-offs. Iconic sites support heritage tourism, 

bringing visitors to communities and encouraging them to stay and explore local unique history.  

11. Encouraging the resurgence of interest in a communities history, including the personal histories of individuals are important 

community building tools. 

The Oamaru Victorian precinct REVITALISATION – A foundation building block for this expedition 

a community economic & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 1985 - 2011  

In 1985, some 26 years past, the Oamaru community 

embarked on the ambitious community economic and 

cultural development path to restore and develop the 

towns original business district beside the Oamaru 

harbor into a „Living Victorian Town At Work‟. 

The area is of great historical significance not only in 

New Zealand, but on a world-wide level. Certainly in 

NZ, there is no other consistent collection of 19th 

century buildings remaining virtually in tact anywhere.  

Architecturally, it is unique.  The area contains former 



 

 

banks, hotels, warehouses, offices, and wool and grain stores, and now with many millions of dollars expended on the 

redevelopment, the area is fast becoming internationally famed as one of this country‟s best built heritage sites to visit.  Operating in 

the area now are; Traditional trades & crafts people, the Criterion  Hotel, The Star & Garter (Oamaru‟s oldest restaurant), The Last 

Post restaurant & bar, Bead Shop, Cafes, Eateries, Victorian Tearooms, Antique 

& Toy Shops, a Bakery, Book Binder, Second Hand Book Shops, Oamaru 

Stone Carver, Craft Market, Furniture Manufacturer, Wool Buyer, Vintage Train 

rides, Penny Farthing Shop & Rides,  the historic 1882 Sumpter Wharf, globally 

important to the history of the frozen meat trade, and Blue Penguin Colony. 

Further details on this exciting and comprehensive initiative can be sourced by 

viewing the site of the agency overseeing the project, The Oamaru Whitestone 

Civic Trust,  at www.victorianoamaru.co.nz. 

Oamaru’s Rich Heritage of Penny Farthing History from 1882.  

 Another of the foundation building blocks for the expedition. 

The Stewart Island to Cape Reinga ride has it‟s roots deeply entwined in a rich 
heritage of Oamaru penny farthing history dating back to circa 1882. Two of the 
towns most treasured bicycle photos from the North Otago Museum Archives 
are from this time. Both pictures were taken on traditional wet plate cameras at 
the southern end of Oamaru‟s main street, with one depicting 13 wheelmen 
standing beside their machines, and the other, wheelmen are mounted and 

displaying their skills.The new era of Oamaru penny farthings had its beginnings early in 1994 when a small group of heritage cycle 
enthusiasts commenced construction of replica „Ordinary‟ Bicycles, (known affectionately  as penny farthings), and organized and 
staged the FIRST NZ NATIONAL PENNY FARTHING & VETERAN CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIPS ( Now into it‟s 17th year in 2011) in 
the streets of the Victorian Precinct. The expedition strongly supports, and will extend  the „living Victorian Town At Work‟ to new 
heights. 

http://www.victorianoamaru.co.nz/


 

 

Oamaru now embraces a broad range of penny farthing related activities, centred on the historical aspects of cycling. Such activities 

include building replica penny farthings and assisting individuals with their own procurement or construction, recreating the heritage 

ambiance of uniformed riding troops, promotional riding in parades and demonstrations, holding tours and staging riding events, 

operating and participating in the National Penny Farthing & Veteran Cycle Championships, fostering relations with similar minded 

organizations at national and international level, displaying bikes and memorabilia in the OAMARU CYCLE WORKS 1882 Bicycle 

Museum & Manufactory in the Victorian Precinct, teaching people to ride penny farthings, and giving visitors the opportunity to enjoy 

a truly unique experience. 

The key aspect of these activities is that they are „living history‟ based. That is real experiences, on real cycles, with an active 

presence on Oamaru streets.  

 

Oamaru’s Rich Heritage of Penny Farthings continues to this present day. 

 

 Oamaru now proudly supplies: 

 Quality „made to measure‟ hand-built in Oamaru Penny Farthing Bicycles 

 Imported Replica Penny Farthing Bicycles 

 Brooks of England quality cycle products 

 Professional and safe Penny Farthing Riding Lessons  

 Hire of Penny Farthings & Pre 1940 „Safety‟ Bicycles around Oamaru, The Victorian Precinct, Harbour & Penguin Colony 



 

 

 Children‟s Penny Farthing Rides 

 Unique Heritage Bicycle & Cycling Memorabilia Display 

 Penny Farthing Riding Clothing & Souvenirs  

 Bicycle History Educational Talks for Groups & Schools  

 Purchase / Sale / Trade of All Old Cycles 

 Bicycle Maintenance & Adjustment Workshops 

 Penny Farthings & Riders to Heritage Events Around New Zealand 

  

 

 

      
 

Heritage …  one of the signs of a great society is the diligence with which it passes culture from one generation to the next. The 

culture is the embodiment of everything the people of that society hold dear: its religious faith, its heroes … When one generation no 

longer esteems its own heritage and fails to pass the torch to its children, it is saying in essence that the very foundational principles 

and experiences that make the society what it is are no longer valid. This leaves that generation without any sense of definition or 

direction, making them the fulfillment of Karl Marx’s dictum, “A people without a heritage are easily persuaded”. 



 

 

Sir Winston Churchill 

 

 

STEAMPUNK – tomorrow as it used to be!  

combining the Victorian era with science fiction  

 

background 

Steampunk is a burgeoning world-wide movement seeking to recapture the spirit of invention, adventure, and craftsmanship 

reminiscent of early 19th century industrialisation, in part to restore a sense of wonder to a technological – jaded world.  

Steampunk offers a melding of late 1800‟s aesthetics, scientific discovery and other wordly technology. It has been woven through 

our media and consciousness for more than a century in books, films, music, fashion and art. Even with a time machine, we are not 



 

 

sure the great grandparents of science fiction literature would not have imagined that their words and inspirations would have created 

such a fantastic world.  

Over the past three years, a number of key Oamaru leaders have been developing many Steampunk initiatives to help promote the 

town and inspire creativity and innovation amongst local residents. Such has been their outstanding success that Oamaru is now 

viewed as „The Steampunk Capital of New Zealand‟. Initiatives to date have included developing large sculptures, statues, clothing, 

fashion parades, balls, gallery displays and swop meetings.  

The towns Steampunk Headquarters are located in the heart of the Victorian Precinct and attract many thousands of visitors yearly. 

For full details on all aspects of Steampunk in Oamaru, visit www.steampunkoamaru.co.nz 

 

OAMARU – LIVING HISTORY CAPITAL OF NEW ZEALAND 

Oamaru and the Victorian Precinct have long been known as the Living History Capital of New 

Zealand. This brand is often used to signify Oamaru‟s distinct point of difference over every other 

town in NZ. Not only does it possess the greatest and grandest collection of Victorian buildings in the 

nation, but local community representatives often dress Victorian to bring the area and events alive. 

The ride is in part an ambassadorial extension of what Oamaru has been doing so well with over 

many many years. It is a living history initiative which will daily show people across the nation how 

riders ( wheelmen) dressed, rode and lived in the Victorian period. The bike is an accurate replica of 

a penny farthing of 1882.The riding outfit with „pill-box‟ hat and riding britches is authentic, and no backup vehicle will be following to 

continue that authenticity. Many nights will be in a tent, and only the items carried in the saddle bags will be taken. 

ABOUT LIVING HISTORY & the exciting opportunities for all communities 

Public interest in history has been on the increase since the 1980‟s. There are many reasons for this cultural shift, among them; a 

reaction to quick social and technological changes, people living longer, people remembering more, loss of traditional skills and 

values, a desire to re-connect with the past, restoration and preservation of old houses and buildings, elevation of yesterday‟s cast-

http://www.steampunkoamaru.co.nz/


 

 

offs, old items taking on new value, and increased marketing of history and heritage. Living History is a range of approaches for 

depicting the past to the visitor and customer. It is a technique of interpretation that puts people back in time. It is not a formula for 

recreating history, but a range of approaches to depicting the past to the visitor and customer. The human drama of history and the 

unique qualities of a community are what visitors want to discover - not just names and dates. Messages need to be creative and 

exciting. A number of interpretation means can be utilised including: 

 living history re-enactments,  

 costumed staff interpreters, 

 role playing by staff, 

 well informed tour guides leading tours.  

 
Getting visitors involved helps them appreciate the significance of a place or site. Authenticity, quality of experience and 

interpretative facilities cannot be compromised if repeat business is be received. 

 

THE OAMARU WHITESTONE CIVIC TRUST (OWCT)  

Established by the Oamaru community in 1989, the OWCT 

is the lead volunteer agency overseeing activities in the 

Victorian Precinct. A key focus to assist the establishment 

of themed living history Victorian Town at Work activities.   

This expedition is designed to assist promote the Trust‟s 

valuable and fine work. 

 

Exerts from the current 2009-2014 Strategic Plan include; 

 

 



 

 

the Vision 
Preserving and developing New Zealand's most unique collection of historic buildings into a living 'Victorian Town at Work'. 

the Mission 
To develop Oamaru and North Otago as an iconic town and district where citizens and visitors can learn about and experience what 

life was like in Victorian New Zealand. 

Key Guiding Principles include; 
Supporting activities and initiatives which authentically recreate experiences of the life and times of a living „Victorian Town at Work. 

Key Strategic Goals include; 
Being recognised and valued as a leading facilitator of social and economic development within the community based on heritage 

values and a Victorian Cultural Theme. 

The Oamaru ‘Victorian Town at Work’ living history theme for the expedition is the major point of uniqueness over other 

Bluff to Cape Reinga endeavours over many years. 

 

             

Judge wilson – Involvement with the Victorian precinct from 1985-2011 includes 

 1985 - Participated in first planning discussions to restore the Victorian Precinct. 

 1987 - Appointed to the Victorian Precinct „Harbour & Tyne‟ Advisory Committee. 

 1989 – 2011  

- Council appointed founding community trustee to first Oamaru Whitestone Civic Trust Board. 

- Oamaru Whitestone Civic Trust Chairman. 

- Founder, The Victorian Town At Work Group, The Oamaru Victorian Fete, Oamaru Heritage Celebrations & World 

Stone Sawing Championships events. 



 

 

- On-going volunteer involvement establishing initiatives including Livery Stables & Forge, horse & carriage rides. 

- Established Oamaru Cycle Works 1882 penny farthing enterprise. 

- Appointed Life Member of The Oamaru Whitestone Civic Trust. 

- Assisted establishment of Annie‟s Victorian Tearooms & Store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheelman Judge WILSON – Penny farthing bicycle riding history. 



 

 

   
 

 Commenced riding a homemade penny farthing in 1992 

 First New Zealander to compete in the Australian National Penny Farthing Championships in Tasmania 1994, 

 Founded new penny farthing construction community owned enterprise  in Oamaru in 1994, 

 Founded the NZ National Penny Farthing & Veteran Cycle Championships Event in Oamaru in 1994, now into it’s 17th year, 

 Facilitated the establishment of the first ‘new’ penny farthing club in NZ since the early 1880’s – that being The Oamaru 

Ordinary Cycle Club ( OOCC) in 1994, 

 Extensive long distance penny farthing  tour riding experience since 1992  including riding  Picton to Oamaru,   

Gore to Te Anau return, Bluff to Dunedin, Mount Cook to Oamaru, and rides in Tasmania and New South Wales, 

 Professional penny farthing riding instructor guiding over 1000 individuals  to ride the high-wheelers since 1992, including 

the current NZ Prime Minister, NZ Governor General, Government Associate Ministers  of Tourism, Invercargill Mayor Tim 

Shadbolt, National Radio personality Jim Mora. 

 First wheelman to ride and complete the Otago Rail Trail on a penny farthing solo in 2005, 

 

 Only wheelmen to have ridden a penny farthing  inside Parliament Buildings, Beehive foyer, Wellington 25/8/09, 



 

 

 Frequent lecturer on the history of early cycling, 

  Current Captain of the Oamaru Ordinary Cycle Club Club ( OOCC) since 2005,  

 Co-organiser of the NZ National Penny Farthing & Veteran Cycle Championships since 1994, 

 Supporter of the yearly promotional penny farthing tours to Oamaru since 1996, 

 Organiser of Victorian Bicycle Camps ‘Under Canvas’, 

 Founder of the OAMARU CYCLE WORKS 1882 shop, bicycle museum and penny farthing ride tourism attraction in 2008, 

 ‘The Judge’ of penny farthing bicycle etiquette and technique,  

 Instructor to ladies and gentlemen in penny farthing riding and the appreciation of style and importance of early bicycle 

maintenance, both for beginners and the advanced. 

 

   
 

 



 

 

DAVID  A. WILSON PROFESSIONAL BIO-DATA. 

  
 

David Wilson is a community economic and cultural development practitioner who passionately advocates that in our ever more 

globalised world, the future is local, that meaningful and lasting community change always originates from within, and that creating 

positive change begins simply with conversation. 

Founder and Director of Heritage Futures International (NZ) Ltd, over the past two decades David has worked with over 700 

communities across New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Somalia and Malaysia. 

He promotes practical understanding of what communities need to do to gain resilience and achieve sustainable economic futures, 

and helps equip local residents, businesses and the public sector with the passion, enthusiasm and tools needed to turn ideas into 

concrete actions. His tools: mobilise local resources, engage all sectors in local economic renewal, and inspire action.  

A specialist in synergising community economic and cultural development, he highlights that all dimensions of heritage – natural, 

cultural, tangible, intangible and spiritual are at the heart of the sustainable community development equation, and that special focus 

is needed on developing the resources and strategies that enhance local, regional and national identity.   

His emphasis is on building initiatives that have their roots in the stories, experiences and values particular to distinctive regions and 

places and that connect conservation with quality of life and community revitalization, while enabling important aspects of the past to 

be identified, protected and managed for the benefit of present and future generations. 

He is firmly of the belief that when we build vibrant, prosperous and authentic places where people want to live, work and visit, 

business and investment will follow.  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


